CHAPTER V
Drake on the Coasts of South America

WHEN the five ships under Drake's command nearei
the coast of Brazil in the beginning of April,  1578, ;
violent storm burst on them, preceded and succeeded b
a haze or fog "like an Egyptian darkness".   This storn
led to a separation of the ships, which were not reunitec
until some time afterwards.    But at last the whole fleei
was safely anchored off Cape Joy (so named on account
of their reassemblage), within the mouth of the greal
estuary of the Rio de la Plata, probably not far from
the modern town of Monte Video.   The country hereabout
was " of a temperate and most sweet air",1 very fair and
pleasant to behold.   Beside the exceeding fruitfulness of
the soil, it was stored with plenty of beasts and birds,
On an island off the isthmus of Rocky Bay, where they
were at anchor, innumerable seals came to bask in the
sun, and many of these were killed by Drake's men to
provide both fresh and salt provisions, their flesh being
very acceptable, tasting something like veal    On the
rocks of this bay was growing a strange plant having but
one leaf and a stem rising out of the middle of it, with
the fruit on either side of the stem and round the edges
of the leaf (probably a kind of cactus).   The upper side
of the leaf was covered with a whitish down or cotton

1 From which cause the town and colony of Buenos Aires, or "good airs" were
subsequently named by the Spaniards.